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Chapter 22.68
ARCHITECTURAL BOARD OF REVIEW

Sections:
22.68.010 Architectural Board of Review. 22.68.060 Special Design Districts.
22.68.015 Definitions. 22.68.070 Special Design District — Lower
22.68.020 Design Review — Non-Residential Riviera Survey Area (Bungalow
and Muld-Family Residential District).
Buildings. 22.63.080 Signs.
22.68.030 Alternative Design Review by 22.68.090 Approval of Plans for Buildings or
Historic Landmarks Commission. Structures on City Lands.
22.68.040 Architectural Board of Review 22.68.100 Appeal to Council - Notice and
Notice and Hearing. Hearing.
22.68.045 Project Compatibility Analysis. 22.68.110 Expiration of Approval.
22.68.050 Architectural Board of Review
Referral to Planning Commission.

22.68.010 Architectural Board of Review.

A. PURPOSE. Section 814 of the Santa Barbara City Charter creates and establishes an Architectural Board of
Review for the City to promote the general public welfare of the City and to protect and preserve the natural and
historical charm and beauty of the City and its aesthetic appeal and beauty.

B. MEMBERSHIP. The Architectural Board of Review shall be composed of seven (7) members to be
appointed as provided in the Charter.

C. OFFICERS - QUORUM. The members of the Architectural Board of Review shall elect from their own
members a chair and vice-chair. The ComnmnﬂyDewlopmeutDﬁectororhisorherdsigweshaﬂactasseuetary
and record Board actions and render written reports thereof for the Board as required by this Chapter. The Board
shall adopt its own rules of procedure. Four (4) members shall constitute a quorum, one (1) of which shall be an
architect. (Or% 5519, 2010; Ord. 5416, 2007; Ord. 5050, 1998; Ord. 4701, 1991; Ord. 3792, 1975: Ord. 3757. 1975:
Ord. 3646, 1974.)
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ARCHITECTURAL BOARD OF REVIEW GOALS

The Architectural Board of Review (ABR) is guided by a set of general goals that define
the major concerns and objectives of its review process. These goals are:

A
B.

to protect the historic and architectural qualities of Santa Barbara;

to protect the beauty and ecological balance of Santa Barbara's natural
resources;

to insure development and building consistent with the policies of the General
Plan and Zoning Ordinance;

to promote high standards in architectural design and the construction of
aesthetically pleasing structures;

to improve the general quality of the environment and promote conservation of
natural and manmade resources of the City;

to encourage planning which is orderly, functionally efficient, healthful,
convenient to the public, and aesthetically pleasing;

to promote neighborhood compatibility;
to encourage the preservation of pre -1925 and Hispanic styles of architecture;

to promote visual relief throughout the community by preservation of public
scenic ocean and mountain vistas, creation of open space, and variation of styles
of architecture;

to preserve creek areas through restoration, maintenance, and enhancement,
and to discourage removal of significant trees and foliage removal; and

to encourage landscape design that utilizes water-wise plants and the most
efficient irrigation technology available for the protection and conservation of our
water resources.



INTRODUCTION

Purpose of the ABR Guidelines

The Architectural Board of Review (ABR) Guidelines set have been developed to guide
development proposals to ensure high standards of design are maintained in development and
construction in the City of Santa Barbara. The Guidelines are also intended to assist public
understanding of the stated goals and adopted policies of the ABR. In addition to ABR-specific
guidelines, there are Supplemental Design Guidelines found in a series of separate documents.
These Supplemental Design Guidelines provide more detailed direction for some projects.
However, many ABR projects are not in an area with supplemental guidelines. These
guidelines clarify ABR criteria for reviewing plans throughout the City.

SECTION 1 Architectural Board of Review Background, Purpose, and
Interpretation

1.1  Background. The ABR was established by ordinance on July 16, 1925, and met for
seven months before being dissolved. It was re-established by ordinance in 1947. In
1949, the ABR was designated a Charter Committee by popular vote. Currently, the ABR
consists of nine members, two of whom must be licensed architects, one a landscape
architect, and three other professionals in related fields such as design or engineering. A
quorum consists of four members, one of whom is an architect.

1.2 Objective. The ABR is charged with the responsibility for "the protection and
preservation as nearly as is practicable of the natural charm and beauty of the area in
which the City is located and the historical style, qualities and characteristics of the
buildings, structures and architectural features associated with and established by its
long, illustrious and distinguished past'. Santa Barbara has, for many years, enjoyed a
widespread reputation for its distinctive buildings and the generally pleasing inter-
relationship of these buildings with plantings, parks, beaches and the harbor, against a
background of gently rounded foothills and mountains. The beauty and charm of this
picture has enhanced the basic attraction of its year-round mild and equable climate.

Santa Barbara's distinctive architecture is a regional style with a Mediterranean influence.
It reflects the City's historic past and compliments its setting in the natural environment.
The successful adaptation of these architectural forms, with ingenious variations to meet
modern needs, using simple materials, generous landscaping, human scale and soft
colors, has resulted in the achievement of an architectural harmony that distinguishes
Santa Barbara from other cities. It is essential for rational and continued improvement of
our community that these important facts be recognized. It is paramount that property
owners, architects and builders use initiative and their best judgment and talents toward
development of buildings of character that harmonize with their surroundings and are
suitable for proposed sites.



